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it with their hands raised as if they had just thrown
stones behind them. Moreover, the birds are also repre-
sented which, according to the authority of Plutarch,1U
TCere sent out by Deucalion to see the state of the deluge.
He also attests from many examples that the Greeks
transferred to their sacred mythology many things from
the antiquities of the Jews, and especially—which is by
no means to be wondered at—that they found all the
reasons of the Deluge of Noah in that of Deucalion.
Whereupon he argues, that the flood alluded to on these
coins refers to that of Deucalion and Pyrrha, or, at all
events, in consequence of the ancient true story being
intermixed with fiction, that the deluge of Noah was
expressed by the Apameans with a semblance to that of
Deucalion. At the end of his letter he examines the
question as to what Apameia these coins shall be attributed,
and concludes by assigning them to the city in Syria.
Here, however, he is certainly in error.
Hardouin115 next attempted an explanation, which is in
his usual style. He says that the ark floating on the waters
represents the situation of Apameia (called Kt/foToe, or
"ark")between the rivers Marsyas and Mseander; that the
man and woman within the ark represent the citizens of
Apameia, whilst those outside are Augustus and Augusta;
that the dove with the branch of olive indicates peace and
tranquillity procured for Asia in general, and for Apameia
in particular, by the victory of Severus over the Parthians •
and that the raven sitting on the ark, being by nature
black, alludes to another name of Apameia
114	De Solert. Animal, xiii., ed Didot, p. 1185.
115	Numnii Antiqui populorum   et urbium  IllwtrM   in his
a Seleota, p. 25.    Amstel. 1709.	-

